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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims in accordance with the following listing of claims: 

29. (Currently amended) A method for performing charging in a telecommunications 

system, comprising: 

storing at a subscriber information store subscription information including 
charging arrangement information indicative of the charging arrangement for a first 
communication terminal operating in the telecommunications system; 

providing by means of packet data interface apparatus packet data communication 
services to the first terminal, the packet data interface apparatus being capable of interfacing 
between the first communication terminal and a packet-switched data link to another 

communications terminal; 

generating by means of the packet data interface apparatus eh*fg«igusage 
information messages indicative of the usage of the packet data communication services by the 
first terminal; and 

transferring the cWgm i g -usage information messages to acharging apparatus; 
the method further including the steps of: 

transferring the charging arrangement information stored at the subscriber 
information store from the subse t ^formation store to the packet data interface apparatus; 
and 

storing at the packet data interface apparatus the charging arrangement 
information received from the subscriber information store for the first communication terminal; 
and 

wherein the step of generating «fc«*p™ff isape information messages comprises 
generating the said AWg ^isage information messages dependent on the charging arrangement 
information for the first communication terminal. 

30. (Currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 29, whereim 
tho otop of gonoratingtho ohorging monoagoo compris e s 
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d au mi ii uig on tho u ooia of tho charg i ng, arrangomont i iifui mation f n r t hn f int 
cunimuu i taLiui i U iminnl n t nru d at Ifao pack * rt-iU i i utc rfaco flpp nmti^^hefee^ 
oui muunioation with I h u fi iu l t erminal io liablo to charging; and 

fe c u ui ating a charging mooflago for th u c ommunication if Qm oommu ninntio n i * 
liable to charging; and 

a charging operation to attribute to a subscriber for the first communications terminal a 
charge for use of the communication services by the first terminal is performed by means of the 

charging apparatus. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim *m, wherein the step of 
generating the usage information m essages comprises: 

it4s Hrt^rmitiifi p on the basis of the cd that a communication io not liablo for charging i f 
charging arrangement information for the first communication terminal stored at the packet data 
interface apparatus whether a indioatoo that tho communication with the first communication 
tgrmjnalis subjeefliable to flat rato payment charging; and 

pirating a charrinf message for the cornmunic atimi if the communication is liable to 

charging . 

32. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein it is determined 
that a communication is not liable for charging if charging arrangement information for the first 
communication terminal stored at the packet data interface apparatus indicates that the 
communication is subject to pre-payment. 

33. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein it is determined 
that a communication is not liable for charging if charging arrangement information for the first 
communication terminal stored at the packet data interface apparatus indicates that the 
communication is free of charge. 
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34. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 30 wherein it is determined 
that a communication is not liable for charging if a session itself indicates that the 
communication is free of charge. 

35 . (Currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the charging 
usage information m essage is indicative of the duration and/or type of the communication. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the charging 
usage information m essage is indicative of an amount of data transferred in the communication. 

37. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the 
fihflFgm gusage information message is indicative of the identity of the first communication 
terminal. 

38. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the charging 
usage information m essage is a CDR ticket 

39. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the step of 
transferring the charging arrangement information to the packet data interface apparatus is 
performed during attachment of the first communication terminal to the telecommunications 
system. 

40. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the subscriber 
information store is a home location register. 

41 . (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 40 wherein the home 
location register stores information indicative of access point names available to the first 
terminal, and the method includes the step of accessing that information. 
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42. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the packet data 
interface apparatus is capable of interfacing between a packet radio connection with the first 
communication terminal and a packet-switched data link to the other communications terminal. 

43. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 42, wherein the packet 
radio connection is a general packet radio service (GPRS) connection. 

44. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the packet data 
interface apparatus comprises a serving GPRS support node (SGSN). 

45. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 44, wherein the charging 
arrangement information for the first commurjication terminal is stored at the SGSN. 

46. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the packet data 
interface apparatus comprises a global GPRS support node (GGSN). 

47. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 46, wherein the charging 
arrangement information for the first communication terminal is stored at the GGSN. 

48. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 46 wherein the step of 
transferring the charging arrangement information to the packet data interface apparatus 
comprises transferring the charging arrangement information to the SGSN. 

49. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 48, comprising the step of 
transferring the charging arrangement information from the SGSN to the GGSN. 

50. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 49 wherein the said step of 
transferring the charging arrangement information from the SGSN to the GGSN is performed if it 
is determined that the communication is subject to hot billing. 
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51 (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 46 wherein the step of 
determining whether a communication with the first terminal is liable to charging is performed 
by means of the SGSN and the GGSN. 

52. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 51 wherein the said step of 
generation of the ^rf^ information messages is performed by means of the GGSN and 
SGSN. 

53. (Previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the 
telecommunications system is a universal mobile telecommunications system (UMTS). 

54. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system, comprising: 

a subscriber information store storing subscription information including charging 
arrangement information indicative of the charging arrangement for a first communication 
terminal operating in the telecommunication system; 

packet data interface apparatus for providing packet data communication services 
to the first terminal, the packet data interface apparatus being capable of interfacing between the 
first communication terminal and a packet-switched data link to another communications 
terminal, and generating cba*f ^usage information messages indicative of the usage of the 
packet data communication services by the first terminal; 

message transfer apparatus for transferring the ehargingusage information 

messages to axharging apparatus; 

and wherein the packet data interface apparatus is adapted to receive and store the 
charging arrangement information for the first communication terminal and to generate the said 
EhaFgrn fmsaee information messages dependant on the charging arrangement information for the 
first communication terminal. 

55. (Previously presented) A telecommunications system as claimed in claim 54, 
wherein charging apparatus is capable of performing a charging operation to attribute to a 
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subscriber for the first communications terminal a charge for use of the communication services 
by the first terminal. 

56. (New) A packet data interface apparatus for providing packet data 

communication services to a first communication terminal operating in a telecommunications 
system, the packet data interface apparatus being capable of: 

interfacing between the first communication terminal and a packet-switched data 
link to another communication terminal; and 

generating usage information messages indicative of the usage of the packet data 
communication services by the first terminal; 

the packet data interface being adapted to: 

receive and store charging information indicative of the charging arrangement for 
the first communication terminal; and 

generate said usage information messages dependent on the charging arrangement 
information for the first communication terminal. 
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